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Learning outcomes   
 

• A detailed understanding of 
TPC resources    
 

• Increased confidence of 
professionals working around 
sensitive and controversial 
issues 



 
Section One:  

National Context 



National context   
• Ongoing threat from domestic terrorist attacks 

 

• Growing concerns over rise of ‘far right’ 
extremist groups    
 

• A need to respond sensitively to terrorist 
incidents when they occur  
 



Spike in Hate Crime following terrorist incidents  

 

 

 



Manchester Inquiry [2018]  
• Lack of support for young people who do not meet 

intervention thresholds  
 

• Lack of mentors and positive role models to support 
and inspire vulnerable young people 
 

• Lack of ‘safe spaces’ for young people/adults to have 
difficult conversations around sensitive issues  

 



Extreme far right groups 



Christchurch, New Zealand 



 

Section Two:  

The link between autism, 

radicalisation & extremism  



What current research shows 

 There is no evidence that people with 
autism spectrum conditions are at an 
increased risk of engaging in terrorist 
offences nor that autism is over-
represented in terrorist offenders  

      [Al-Atar: 2016]      



High profile cases   
• Number of high profile cases involving young people 

with ASC:  
– Lloyd Gunton (2018) 

– Damon Smith (2017) 

– Mark Alexander-Harding [2015] 

– Harry Thomas (2014) 

– Michael Piggin (2014) 

– Nicky Reilly (2008) 



Cautionary warning  
 

• There is evidence to suggest that those 
with autism spectrum conditions are 
being inappropriately stigmatised as 
terrorism risks [Health-Kelly: 2018] 



Question 

 

Are there specific risk factors 

that might make young people 

with ASC more vulnerable to 

self-radicalisation?    



Specific risk factors might include:  
• Tendency to hyper-focus on a particular interest at 

the expense of other attachments and life interests 
 

• Reduced ability to critically analyse the philosophy 
and beliefs of an extremist group 
 

• Lack of social connections, isolation, loneliness and 
searching for ‘a need to matter’ 

 



 
Section Three:  

Prevent Agenda 



Prevent duty 
• The Prevent duty came into force as part of 

the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 
to prevent people from being drawn into 
terrorism 

• It covers schools, colleges, universities, health, 
local authorities, police, and prisons 



Community project  
• 181 community based projects delivered in 

2017/18 reaching over 88,000 participants 
 

• 54% of projects delivered in schools/colleges, 
aimed at increasing young people’s resilience 
to terrorist and extremist ideologies 

 



Prevent duty  
• Viewed as ‘toxic’ by certain sections of the 

community 

• Stifles ‘freedom of expression’ in schools and 
colleges 

• Discriminates against young Muslims 

• Overly vague definition of extremism 



Prevent agenda 
 Young people/adults need safe 

spaces in which to explore their 
natural curiosity, ideas and concerns 
about national and global issues 
linked to extremism  
 

 

 



A safeguarding approach 
• ‘Reactive safeguarding approaches’ - spotting the 

danger signs and taking action. May not be enough 
and could mean that interventions are too late 
 

• ‘Proactive safeguarding approaches’ – creating a 
safe space within schools to discuss the difficult 
global issues and develop resilience to challenge all 
forms of extremism 



Section Four  

 



TPC Phase One & Two  
• Phase One: Development & piloting of first set 

of resources (Jan-Oct 2016)  
 

• Phase Two: Home Office funding to develop 
and pilot second set of ‘autism friendly’ 
resources (Jan-May 2017) 

 



Aims 
• To develop an early intervention tool to 

support young people deemed to be at risk, 
who do not meet Channel thresholds  
 

• Provide young people with a counter-narrative 
to extremist arguments that promote 
intolerance, prejudice and extremist ideas 



Key outcomes for young people  
 

• Build personal resilience around a positive 
sense of self, identity & belonging   
 

• Promote digital resilience to online 
radicalisation & extremism 
 

• Develop critical thinking skills 



Findings from the pilot phase  
• Experiencing significant levels of bullying behaviour    

 

• Accessing information on the dark-web 
 

• Meeting up with people had met online  
 

• Increasing exposure to online fake news & conspiracy 
theories   



Workshop Outline 
 

1. Personal identity  

2. Belonging and shared (British) values   

3. Stereotyping   

4. Extremist views and behaviour        

5. Online propaganda and conspiracy theories   

6. Digital resilience and how to stay online 

7. Final evaluation  















https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JdCY-cdgkI


Origins by TrueTube 



 
What were the key 

messages in the films? 











Any questions?  









 

What were the key messages  

in the film? 
 

Did you agree or disagree with any of the 

messages in the film? 





















Any questions?  























https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMQjyRc7eiY






Any questions?  



 Conspiracy Theories 



Question 

 

Discuss some of the  

conspiracy theories that 

you have heard about?  



Examples  



What does this picture show?  
 

http://www.news.com.au/world/six-really-stupid-911-conspiracies-debunked-in-about-six-seconds/story-fndir2ev-1226717737311


A-Level exam question related to September 11th attacks 

• The letters on the towers spell out 
‘Armageddon’ 

• The boy’s clothes are the colour of the 
American flag 

• The Stanley knife was the weapon the 
planes were hijacked with 

• The football has pentagons on it which 
references the attack on the Pentagon 

 



Why are they popular?   
• Conspiracy theories offer people ‘knowledge’ that 

most people are ignorant of. It’s exciting to think that 
you know the truth whereas the majority are 
ignorant of it. 
 

• What they don’t do though is consider all the 
evidence. They only put forward evidence, however 
convoluted, to back up their position. 

 



 
How do conspiracy 

theories link to extremism? 



 

• Extremist narratives do exactly the same. 
They pick and choose ‘evidence’ which 
supports their ideas and dismiss anything 
which goes against their single-minded world 
view. 



A conspiracy theory is defined by four characteristics:  

A group  

acting in secret 

to alter institutions hide truth or usurp power  

at the expense of the common good  



Far- right groups like Britain First use the 
following sort of narrative: 

Muslims 
are 

conspiring 
to take    

over the UK 

to stop British 
people being 

able to live their 
lives as they 

choose     



Islamist extremist groups like ISIS use the 
following type of narrative: 

The West are planning 
to take    

over Muslim 
countries 

and destroy 
Islamic way 

of life 



Make up your own conspiracy! 

• You will be given four pieces of information 
 

• The group that makes the most convincing 

conspiracy theory with the information 
provided wins 



Choose a group... 

http://www.revelationsradionews.com/rrnews-38/ http:/www.revelationsradionews.com/rrnews-38/
http://www.revelationsradionews.com/rrnews-38/ http:/www.revelationsradionews.com/rrnews-38/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.fm-base.co.uk/forum/football-manager-2015-manager-stories/210565-mourinho-man-utd.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=Y3yWVdKwO-i07ga2zIOwAw&ved=0CCIQ9QEwBg&usg=AFQjCNHBUHlE2Qzs2Nygvv-bMJYhlTVfBA
https://www.google.co.uk/url?url=https://www.apple.com/uk/ipad/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=coGWVdRSssrtBsW1u-AC&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNEWfer1-4SEaxQZwkNk0nvTqVvwWQ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nando's&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=h4GWVdm4FO6U7QavurPoAg&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNEmJPckTdvkF80E0ZMFCjusA08Wgw
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://goodlogo.com/extended.info/british-airways-logo-2591&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=GYKWVZbGHsqy7QbT4YyAAw&ved=0CBwQ9QEwAw&usg=AFQjCNHrRKeneu2vKpuiXaG_n7zB4YK5DQ
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldserviceradio/programmes/schedules


...a celebrity they are having a secret meeting with 

http://www.revelationsradionews.com/rrnews-38/ http:/www.revelationsradionews.com/rrnews-38/
http://www.revelationsradionews.com/rrnews-38/ http:/www.revelationsradionews.com/rrnews-38/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://plsans.com/people-1-en.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=FIWWVfTOPOLB7gaa2auIAw&ved=0CCQQ9QEwBw&usg=AFQjCNEAnMLw9eGHmDEKiNNlW3k-e20jjQ
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://celebritiesinnate.com/jennifer-lawrence-weight-and-golden-globes-awards/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=SYWWVZOWDu2p7AbT3KSgAw&ved=0CCIQ9QEwBg&usg=AFQjCNEvcmsSVW-wifuGjG4AL1qq8sYNow
http://www.businessinsider.com/celebrities-who-support-trump-2016-10
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.biography.com/people/tom-cruise-9262645&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=qoSWVY2dL8v_ygP-lZDACg&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNFs5B7sKMMWg_fv8tF09ffExwcY4A


Hide the 

truth from… 

Take power 

from… 

Get rich by  

exploiting... 

What are they trying to do? 

Bring about 

change 

http://www.revelationsradionews.com/rrnews-38/ http:/www.revelationsradionews.com/rrnews-38/
http://www.revelationsradionews.com/rrnews-38/ http:/www.revelationsradionews.com/rrnews-38/


Any questions?  





























Any questions?  























Any questions?  

















Any questions?  



 

Workshop 7: Evaluation Workshop  
   
 

 

 

https://magis.to/v/KUEdJFUZHyA5VEFiCzE?l=vsm&o=i&c=e


Priority 1-54’s offer   

• CPD training (half/full-day training)   

• Specific workshops 

• Co-delivery of workshops  

• Delivery of full programme of workshops 
across settings  





• John Khan – Co-Director (Lead Trainer and 
Facilitator)  

• John.khan@priority154.com 
• tel: 07846 137 597 
• www.priority154.com 

 

mailto:John.khan@priority154.com

